
The 2010 Annual Meeting of
Members of Roundhouse Preserva-
tion, Inc. will be at the former Hugo
railroad depot in Hines Park Sunday,
March 7, 2010 at 2 p.m.

Guest speaker for the afternoon
will  be Dr. Charles Brantigan, who
wi l l  tel l  the story of  the Como
Roundhouse on the Denver South
Park and Pacific Railroad . 

Few of the picturesque old round-
houses of the state of Colorado still
exist,but one can see fine examples
in Hugo Colorado and in Colorado
Springs. The Roundhouse in Como
Colorado is unique because it served
a narrow gauge railroad, the Denver
South Park and Pacific Railroad. 

To those interested in the broader
picture of history, the South Park
Railroad was a mere footnote to Col-
orado railroad history. Chappell et al
noted that it was just a streak of rust,
from one end to the other, during
much of its existence. It was poorly
surveyed, poorly located, poorly
engineered, poorly financed and in
financial trouble during most of its
h i s t o r y. 

Perhaps because of its obsoles-
cence during much of its history, the
spectacular scenery visible from vir-
tually every inch of the lineÕs track-
age and its underdog status, it has
won an enduring and perhaps exces-
sively prominent place in the history
of railroading. The Como Round-
house is one of the last vestiges of

this heritage. And a spectacular ves-
tige it is.

D r. Brantigan is best known in
eastern Colorado as a vascular sur-
geon practicing in Denver. He has
had the honor of caring for many
people from Hugo and the surround-
ing communities. 

Less known is his work in historic
preservation. He and his wife, Kathy,
have restored a number of landmark
buildings in downtown Denver and
received many honors for their work
in historic preservation. They have
now taken over from Bill  Kazel as
the proprietors of the Como Round-
house. Dr. Brantigan's presentation
will focus on the history of the Como
Roundhouse, the attempts to pre-
serve it, and plans for the future.
Hopeful ly he can communicate

enthusiasm that rail fans share for the
Denver South Park and Pacific and
its stone Roundhouse. 

In other business at the RPI meet-
ing, members will transact any nec-
essary business, including renewing
memberships and electing three
members to the RPI Board of Direc-
tors. The seats now held by Linda
Orrell, Becky Osterwald and Lian
Emmerling will be filled; all incum-
bents are candidates. Emmerling was
appointed in December to fi l l  the
vacancy left by the resignation of
Dee Ann Blevins.

Refreshments will be served after the
annual meeting.

Members are requested to attend
the meeting and to bring guests.
The meeting is open to the public
and any interested person is wel-
come.

RPI Hot Shot
Roundhouse Preservation, Inc. * Hot Shot = Train with very high priority compared to other trains. February 19, 2010

2010 Annual Meeting March 7 at the Depot

The historic Como Roundhouse



Join usÑ Please!
We need helpÑ and lots of it! Please show your

support by joining RPI today.

Membership dues are:
Individual....................................$25.00
B u s i n e s s / O rg a n i z a t i o n..................$50.00
Lifetime Member......................$500.00

Roundhouse Preservation, Inc.
PO Box 343

Hugo CO 80821

www.hugoroundhouse.com

Work begins on
Roundhouse roof!

McCauley Constructors, Inc., located in Windsor,
CO, was awarded the contract to reconstruct the roof
on the Hugo Union Pacif ic Rail road Roundhouse.
The firm is management-owned and provides general
construction services in the commercial construction
market, with a specif ic emphasis on historic struc-
tures, renovations and structural steel structures.  The
firm is selective in its projects and limits the number
of them to provide exceptional hands-on service.  

President Leon McCauley, Pre-construction
Manager Dan Werner and Construction Manager
Devon Smith look forward to working with Lincoln
County and Roundhouse Preservation, Inc. on this
very important historic restoration project.    

100 years ago
Reprinted f rom the Hugo 

Range L edger, 1910   

The Union Paci f ic has a crew of  workmen
here digging a lot of tree holes in the park, and will
set out a number of full grown trees which they
have dug up near the old Union Pacific hospital in
Denver. If the trees flourish, as no doubt they will,
the park will be the beauty spot in Hugo next sum-
mer, and become an attraction to the young spoon-
ing couples of the town, especially on real dark
nights, not moon light nights.ÑFebruary 1910

We suppose this summer the popular way to
hale anyone of our business men will be, "good
morning, have you watered your tree." Roadmaster
George Smith was here Monday, superintending the
setting out of a number of large trees in railroad
park, and with an eye to business as each tree was
set in place, he christened it in honor of some one
of Hugo's business men, with the understanding
that each business man was to see personally that
the tree is properly cared for and watered. Some of
our business men seemed to misunderstand, howev-
er, and understood that Mr. Smith was the one to be
watered, and before the day was over, Mr. Smith
was quite wet. The trees are all sizes and all ages,
and if they grow, Hugo will soon have a shady park
that will be the envy of all eastern Colorado towns.
The trees are of the elm variety.ÑMay 1910.


